CLAIMS / 

1. A self -securing otologic prosthesis, 

ais shaft formed <pf biocompatible shape-memory 
alloy, 

said shaft haviig a reversely-turned end 

portion forming, a bight las manufactured] 
said bight £beinj](2fapab ( le of being ^opened for 



receiving 
p£ closin 
said firsS 



to heat?, and _ v o „ o 



fastening means 



first otologic structure and 
pping engagement with 
otologic structure £in response 



on^said shaft remote from said 
bight for cperatively engaging a second 
otologic structure. 



2. The self-securing otologic prosthesis 
according to claim 1 including a flange on said 
shaft providing a heat sink for enabling heat to be 
transferred by conduction- to said^bight after/^traj 
engagement with said first otologic structure. 



3. The self-securing otologic prosthesis 
according to claim 1 wherein said shaft is je long a fc i 
-ai=^bf small-diameter nickel-titanium metal alloy 
wire . 
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4. The self-securing otologic prosthesis 
according to claim. 1 wherein said fastening/ means 



A 



5. The self-securing ^^l^S^iSL^ & 
according to claim 4 wherein saidj^iston^has a 
circular end portion and is of a biocompatible 
plastic. 

6. The self-securing otologic prosthesis 
according to claim 1 wherein said fastener means is 
provided by a closed loop formed integral with said 
shaft. 

7 . The self-securing otologic prosthesis 
according to claim 1 wherein said fastening means 
includes^ethe^ bight [of-^fee-constru 
Si^s^-mentiu ned bight bu llying in a plane 
transverse to the plane of said f irst^ttenLioned3 
bight. 



8. The self-securing otologic prosthesis 
according to claim 1 wherein said shaft mounts a 
heat sink flange in a plane transverse to the plane 
of the^ight for receiving electromagnetic 
radiation. 
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9. The self -securing otologic prosthesis 
according to claim 1 wherein said first otologic n ^ 
structure is an i)ncus and said second otologic 
structure is an ofe/al window. 



10. The 



^^f^seetfrii 



fring otologic prosthesis 
according to claijti 1 wherein said first otologic 
structure is an iicus and said second otologic 
structure is a stapes. 



H 



\ 
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